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United Zion Rings in Happy “NOON” Year!

A new tradition formed at the end of 2010 when the activity staff of United Zion Retirement Community heard disappointment from several residents about the upcoming New Year celebrations because they always miss seeing the ball drop in NYC.  Residents, staff and families alike continued the tradition ringing in 2012!  
An adjacent space to the activity department was used as the television “set” allowing all the behind the scenes action to take place.  A daytime city scape of New York City was used as a backdrop that the Warwick High School’s National Art Honor Society under the supervision of Ms. Angie Hohenadel created last year.  A sound bite of crowds cheering in Times Square in addition to flashing lights and a disco ball ornament rigged with fishing line added to the scene.  Peter Taraborelli, reporter from Cable 11 News, agreed to “play” reporter for the event decked out in his hat, coat, scarf and gloves.  Cable 11 news videographer  Jon Hershey recorded the festivities and the closed circuit television channel at United Zion was taken over for the live broadcast with activity staff manning the video camera in the make shift TV studio.  

The festivities began in the morning when party hats, noisemakers, beads and anything else that makes a racket were given out to staff, residents and guests at UZRC. Residents were encouraged to come to the activity room starting at 1130am to see the live broadcast from “New York City” on the closed circuit television channel.  Mr. Taraborelli reported from our NYC every ten minutes leading up to the official countdown and filled the time with fun information including the top baby names, what’s dropping in the local viewing area as well as notable news events of 2011.  Residents minds were tested in-between the broadcasts with trivia games and the practicing of singing “Auld Lang Syne” while waiting with anticipation for the official countdown.   

When the official countdown arrived at 11:59am the crowds roared from our New York City feed.  Nancy Shelley, receptionist at UZRC, announced over the intercom that the countdown was ready to begin.  Everyone stopped in their tracks with noisemakers in hand and started counting, 10, 9, 8….2, 1…Happy “NOON” Year!  United Zion was filled with shouts and the racket from all those noisemakers!   A toast to the New Year was led by apartment resident Anthony Zigment. 

The excitement continued throughout the afternoon as everyone kept their hats on and noisemakers in reach to play games and enjoy each other’s company. 
[image: image1.jpg]Local reporter Peter Taraborell, broadcasts live
from “New York City” for the Happy “Noon”

Year event!



[image: image2.jpg]UZRC Resident Kathryn Snyder and UZRC
Volunteer Coordinator Rebecca Link take a
‘break from the festivities for a photo.





