Stephen Leed, featured UZRC artist for September
The 2011 United Zion Retirement Community Artist Gallery continues with local Lititz artist and resident Stephen Leed.   Leed, a self-taught wildlife and equine artist, created his first oil painting while a senior at Warwick High School in 1974.  Painting became a hobby for him after high school and made his artistic debut at the Annual Lititz Outdoor Art show in 1974.   
In the late 1970’s, Leed began to specialize in wildlife subjects. After submitting samples of his works to the Pennsylvania Game Commission, he was invited to exhibit at the Annual Middle Creek Wildlife Art show in 1986. His works first appeared on the cover of Bird World Magazine on the January/February 1991 issue at which time he became a fulltime wildlife and equine artist. In 1994, and again in 1996, he won the Game Commission’s “Working Together for Wildlife Competition.”  To date, Leed has had ten covers on Pennsylvania Game News with his eleventh showing in the fall of 2012, and seven on Bird Watcher’s Digest with his eighth appearing in October of 2011.  He has also created the seasonal songbird print series for the Pennsylvania Game Commission and continues to regularly exhibit at the Lititz Art Show and other galleries in the area.  
In recent years, Leed has also become known as an equine artist. Three of his paintings have been shown at the International Museum of the Horse, in Lexington Kentucky, as part of the American Academy of Equine Art’s fall open juried show. His painting, “Not so Endless Summer” was the 2007 People’s Choice winner at the Lancaster Open Art Award Show and toured the country as part of the “2008, The Horse In Fine Art” show.  His other awards include the WTFY award in 1996 with the Peregrine Falcon theme, “Peregrine Hideaway,”   finalist in the Artist’s Magazine 2000 annual Art competition in the Animal art category, first place flat art at the Lancaster County Woodcarvers and Wildlife Art Festival in both 2000 and 2001.  
The community is invited to view Leed’s numerous works that will be on display from now through the month of September daily from 8am – 8pm.  United Zion Retirement Community is located at 722 Furnace Hills Pike, Lititz, one and a half miles north of the square in Lititz.  For more information, please call Jessica Kistler, Activity Director at 717-626-2071 or email at jkistler@uzrc.org
