United Zion to host Rededication Service

President of the UZRC Board Rev. Leon Eberly, Bishop Charles Brown of the United Zion Churches, Chaplain of UZRC Rev. Ethan Levengood and the Executive Director of UZRC Ron Barrett, will lead the rededication service honoring the completion of the $2.5 million renovation project of the nursing care unit.  The service will celebrate the relocation of the therapy department, upgrades to the nurse’s station, resident lounges, gift shop, activity room, main lobby, reception area and private showers in every resident’s room.  

The service will be held Sunday, February 8th at 3pm at the United Zion Retirement Communities chapel.  Tours of the completed renovations will be conducted following the service.

Other UZRC news, in mid-December 2008, for the first time in history, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released quality ratings for each of the nation's 15,800 nursing homes that participate in Medicare or Medicaid.  In Pennsylvania, there are 711 nursing homes that participate in Medicare and/or Medicaid which were included in the quality ratings.
 
Consulting with a panel of experts from academia, patient advocacy and nursing home provider groups, CMS developed the rating system, whereby facilities are assigned star ratings from a low of one star to a high of five stars based on health inspection surveys, staffing information, and quality of care measures. The ratings are publicly available on the agency’s website at www.medicare.gov/NHCompare
 
The Web site provides the public with a quality rating for each of the three areas listed, as well as a composite, or total score. A five star designation means the facility ranks "much above average," four star indicates "above average," three means "about average," two is a "below average" ranking with a one indicating that a facility ranks "much below average." Rankings are dynamic and will be updated monthly.  
 
In this first round of quality ratings, about 12 percent of the nation's nursing homes received a full five star rating, while 22 percent scored at the low end with one star. The remaining 66 percent of facilities were distributed fairly evenly among the two, three and four star rankings.  In Pennsylvania, 70 nursing homes received the overall five star designation including five Lancaster County nursing homes: Calvary Fellowship Home, Fairmount Homes, Landis Homes, Saint Anne Retirement Community and United Zion Retirement Community (UZRC).  UZRC was the only nursing home in Pennsylvania to receive all five stars in all four rating categories.

UZRC has been serving the community since 1905 and it is their mission to provide superior quality services to the aging, based on Christian principles, in a loving and caring community encouraging independence, promoting wellness and preserving human dignity.  United Zion Retirement Community is located at 722 Furnace Hills Pike, Lititz, one and a half miles north of the square in Lititz.  To contact the facility please call 626-2071.    
	
	


