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In mid-December 2008, for the first time in history, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released quality ratings for each of the nation's 15,800 nursing homes that participate in Medicare or Medicaid.  In Pennsylvania, there are 711 nursing homes that participate in Medicare and/or Medicaid which were included in the quality ratings.
 
Consulting with a panel of experts from academia, patient advocacy and nursing home provider groups, CMS developed the rating system, whereby facilities are assigned star ratings from a low of one star to a high of five stars based on health inspection surveys, staffing information, and quality of care measures. The ratings are publicly available on the agency's Nursing Home Compare Web site. 
 
The Web site provides the public with a quality rating for each of the three areas listed, as well as a composite, or total score. A five star designation means the facility ranks "much above average," four star indicates "above average," three means "about average," two is a "below average" ranking with a one indicating that a facility ranks "much below average." Rankings are dynamic and will be updated monthly.  
 
In this first round of quality ratings, about 12 percent of the nation's nursing homes received a full five star rating, while 22 percent scored at the low end with one star. The remaining 66 percent of facilities were distributed fairly evenly among the two, three and four star rankings.  In Pennsylvania, 70 nursing homes received the overall five star designation including five Lancaster County nursing homes: Calvary Fellowship Home, Fairmount Homes, Landis Homes, Saint Anne Retirement Community and United Zion Retirement Community (UZRC).  UZRC was the only nursing home in Pennsylvania to receive all five stars in all four rating categories.


United Zion Retirement Community is located at 722 Furnace Hills Pike in Lititz and has provided services for more than 100 years to Lititz area residents.  For more information about the United Zion Retirement Community, contact the facility at 626-2071. 

